
52 CONSTITUTION AND GOVERNMENT 

Under the terms of a Bill, assented to on Feb. 18, 1949, and entitled "An Act 
to approve the Terms of Union of Newfoundland with Canada", provision was 
made for the Province of Newfoundland to be represented by seven members 
in the House of Commons. This increased the number of Members of Parliament 
to 262. 

The number of representatives of each province elected at each of the 21 general 
elections since Confederation is given in Table 8. 

8.—Representation In the House of Commons as at Federal General 
Elections, 1807-1919 
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Totals 181 200 306 211 215 213 211 221 235 215 215 262 181 200 306 211 215 213 211 221 235 215 215 

The completion of the 1951 Census called for further readjustment of parlia
mentary representation and draft legislation for amending the British North 
America Acts, 1867-1951, with respect to the readjustment of representation in 
the House of Commons was under consideration by the Canadian Parliament in 
the spring of 1952. An outline of this legislation, if enacted by the time of going 
to press, will be given in an Appendix to this volume. 

The Opposition.—The Opposition occupies an essential place in constitutions 
based on the British Parliamentary System. Like many other institutions 
such as that of the premiership, for instance, it takes its place with the unwritten 
customs, tested by time, that have been accepted and become firmly established. 

The choice of the Canadian electorate not only determines who shall govern 
Canada bat, by deciding which party receives the second largest number of seats 


